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Background 

 
2 

California approved the 

Charter Schools Act in 

1992 
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California has the highest 

number of charter schools 

of any state in the country  
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California was the second 

state in the nation to pass 

a charter school law—

behind Minnesota  

The California Charter 
Schools Association is the 
public voice for its 
members and the charter 
school movement .   
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 Charters in California grew by 115 schools in the 2010-11 
school year; 
 

 Largest one-year growth in charter school history in California 
and the nation; 

 

 Most significant growth was registered in CCSA’s Los Angeles 
Region, with 36 new schools 

 

 The Sacramento Region was next with 28 new schools, 

followed by 16 new schools in the Bay Area, 13 in San Diego, 

12 in Fresno, and 10 in Inland Empire 

 Every major region in California experienced significant 

growth, in both urban and rural areas 

 

 California’s charter schools continue to demonstrate 

unparalleled growth year after year 

 

 Charter schools are growing out of the commitment of 

educators and leaders that want to give parents and students 

more options in public education 

 

 New charter schools variety is tremendous, with some 

focusing on college-preparedness, others on technical 

education, and others in arts, science, and more; 

 

 This is a historic time, as it could be the beginning of a new 

era in public education, where parents and teachers want 
more direct control of students’ academics/needs; 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information :   www.calcharters.org 

Sacramento Office:  1107 9th Street, Suite 200  •  Sacramento, CA 95814  •  p 916-448-0995  •  f 916-448-0998 

Los Angeles Office:  250 East 1st Street, Suite 1000  •  Los Angeles, CA  90012  •  p 213-244-1446  •  f 213-244-1448  

 



 

The Future of California Public 

Education 

  
Charter Schools in California Had Their 

Largest One-Year Growth in the 2010-11 
School Year 

 

California: 
 

 912 charter schools, the largest concentration of 
charters in the nation 

 Growth has been consistent over the past ten years 

 86% of new charters are start-ups, 14% are 
conversions 

 

Growth:  
 

 In 2010, 115 charter schools opened their doors 
throughout California, the single highest one-year 
growth in charter school history.  (CCSA) 

 In 2009, California charter schools grew by 88 new 
schools.  (CCSA) 

 By 2017-18, or the 25th anniversary of the state’s 
charter movement, we project that more than 
1,000,000 students will attend California charter 
schools.  (CCSA) 

 

Charters in Los Angeles Region 
 36 new charter schools in 2010-11 

 273 total charter schools, 192 charter schools in 
LAUSD alone  

 
Charters in Sacramento Region 

 28 new charter schools 

 162 total charter schools 
 

Charters in San Francisco Region 
 16 new charter schools 

 216 total charter schools 

 
Charters in San Diego Region 

 13 new charter schools 

 107 total charter schools 

 
 

Charters in Fresno Region 
 12 new charter schools 

 98 total charter schools 

 
Charters in Inland Empire Region   

 10 new charter schools 

 56 total charter schools 

 

California’s 
Charter 

Schools…Public 
School, 

Reinvented 

Charter Schools in CA:  1998-2010 

 

 1998-99:  177 charters schools  

 1990-00:  235 charter schools  

 2000-01:  299 charter schools 

 2001-02:  349 charter schools  

 2002-03:  408 charter schools  

 2003-04:  443 charter schools  

 2004-05:  502 charter schools  

 2005-06:  560 charter schools  

 2006-07:  585 charter schools  

 2007-08:  682 charter schools  

 2008-09:  746 charter schools  

 2009-10:  809 charter schools  

 2010-11:  912 charter schools  

 


