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“Parents have the right to choose the best educational opportunity for their children.  
Twenty years ago, that choice was between a traditional public school and a private 

school - not a true choice for families in Los Angeles who struggle financially.   
Thanks to the efforts of parents, teachers and community leaders across  

this state, parents today have another choice:  public charter schools.  Through  
the charter school movement, all children have the opportunity to achieve at  

high levels and to receive the high-quality education they deserve.”

Jed Wallace, President and CEO, California Charter Schools Association
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The promise of public education  
depends on college readiness. 
 

Our challenge is to prepare all students for higher education. 

Today, it is no longer enough to simply stay in school and graduate 12th 
grade.  To be successful in the 21st century workplace, students need to 
succeed in higher education.  Schools must expand their focus from pre-
paring students for graduation to preparing them for success beyond high 
school through college and career.  How public schools rise to meet this 
challenge is currently the subject of intense national debate.  This report 
on Los Angeles public high schools shows that charter schools surpass 
traditional district schools in graduating college-ready students of all  
backgrounds.  LA’s charter schools have answered the college-readiness 
challenge and are changing the future for students now.

Key Findings
	In Los Angeles, the percentage of high school graduates who 

completed all college preparatory coursework is 4 times as high at 
charter public schools as it is at traditional district schools.

	Charter schools graduate high school students at higher rates than 
traditional district schools - 79% versus 66% for traditional schools.

	Charter schools are closing the achievement gap for high school 
students who have historically been left behind by the system.  This 
includes low-income students, Latino and African-American students, 
and students who are English learners. 

	Charter high schools that serve LA’s most socioeconomically 
disadvantaged students achieve the same results as all charter 
schools.  They continue to deliver a higher percentage of college-ready 
graduates than their traditional school counterparts. 

A greater percentage of charter school 
students graduate ready for college. 
Educators and elected officials are increasingly focused on how to prepare 
students for postsecondary success.  What does that mean?  We know that 
it is no longer enough just to graduate from high school.  Success means 
graduating from high school and continuing on to a two-year college or 
four-year college without needing remedial classes.  Students can also be 
considered successful when they graduate high school and enter into a 
career with an above-minimum wage salary; however, the aim is college 
completion. 
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This fact has not changed in decades:  students who finish college earn 
higher incomes than those who do not.  The economic well-being of 
our country relies on a better educated generation ready to thrive in 21st 
century jobs.

In California, whether a student completes the “A through G” high school 
curriculum (A-G) tells us a lot about whether that student will succeed in 
going on to and finishing college.  A-G includes the minimum set of high 
school subjects a student must complete to be eligible to attend a four-
year California public university.  More than that, the academic rigor of the 
A-G classes, along with the requirement to achieve a “C” or better in each 
one, prepares students to succeed in demanding, college-level courses.

The most recent data from 2011-12 reveals that the percentage of high 
school graduates who completed college preparatory coursework is 
4 times as high at charter public schools as it is at traditional district 
schools.  Specifically, 76% of all charter school graduates completed high 
school having met the A-G requirements.  In contrast, not even 20% of 
traditional public school graduates completed the A-G curriculum.  “

” 
The academic intensity  
of the student’s high  
school curriculum still 
counts more than  
anything else in  
pre-collegiate history in 
providing momentum  
toward completing a  
bachelor’s degree. 

- Clifford Adelman 
Institute for Higher Education Policy1
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This dramatic difference between charter schools and traditional district 
schools holds true for both Latino and African-American student groups - 
two of the student ethnicity groups often described by educators as being 
“left behind.”   The college-ready percentages for charter students look 
very similar across Latino, African-American and White students (ranging 
from 72% to 76%), and these percentages are not much lower than that for 
Asian charter students (86%).  On the other hand, the college-ready rates 
for the four student groups in traditional district schools are significantly 
lower than the charter rates.  There is also a bigger achievement gap 
between the four groups in traditional schools, from a low of 14% for 
African-American students to a high of 40% for Asian students.  Charter 
schools are closing the college-readiness gap for Latino and African-
American students; traditional schools are not.

Every parent, regardless of income or 
ethnicity, wishes for a better future 
for his or her child, and that usually 
starts with the wish for a college 
education.  The Alliance Marc & Eva 
Stern Math and Science School  
(Stern MASS) fulfills that hope for 
students from East Los Angeles.   
Like traditional district schools  
that serve students from East LA, 
the vast majority of the Stern MASS 
charter students are low-income and 
Latino (more than 85%).  Two-thirds 
are also English learners.  

Alliance Marc & Eva Stern  
Math and Science School (Stern MASS)

success demonstrates that theory 
and best practices can come alive 
in a highly effective educational 
program that raises the academic 
achievement of all students.

Stern MASS is operated by the  
Alliance for College-Ready Public 
Schools, a nonprofit  charter 
management organization, in 
collaboration with the California  
State University, Los Angeles.  The 
academic achievements for Stern 
MASS typify those of the other 
Alliance charter high schools, each 
of which serves a socioeconomically 
disadvantaged population.  All 
serve a majority of Latino students 
and four also serve a substantial 
percentage of African-American 
students.  Alliance schools achieve 
some of the highest graduation 
and college ready rates in LA and 
consistently outperform local 
traditional district schools.

•	 93% of students  
graduated 

•	 100% of all  
graduates college-ready

Report Schools  
and Data in Brief

The report includes data from 
2011-12 for all public schools that 
serve students through 12th  
grade within the boundaries of  
the Los Angeles Unified School 
District.  A subset of these schools 
are also discussed in order to  
review data for schools that serve 
a similarly high percentage of 
socioeconomically disadvantaged 
students and are not alternative 
or part of the state’s Alternative 
Schools Accountability Model.

56 charter public schools  
(25 in the subset)
166 traditional district public 
schools (53 in the subset)
 
See Methodology and Definitions  
at end for more detail.

Yet, unlike district schools, Stern 
MASS regularly achieves results  
such as:

Since their first graduating class, 
Stern MASS alumni have gone on 
to attend more than 140 different 
colleges.

Stern MASS’s achievements with 
students who historically get left 
behind have been recognized  
through multiple local, state and 
national education awards.  Their
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Charter high school graduation rates exceed 
traditional district school rates for all students, 
including students historically left behind.
Preparing students for college is the primary goal, but the high school 
graduation rate is just as important.  A student who does not graduate 
high school will be less prepared for future success than a student who 
graduates high school even without A-G completed.  Therefore, high  
school cohort graduation rates --the percentage of students who complete 
high school within four years of starting ninth grade-- represent another 
meaningful marker of school performance.

The LA high school cohort graduation rates for 2011-12 reveal charter 
school rates exceed those of traditional district schools.  Charter schools 
graduate an average of nearly 80% of their cohort students within 
four years compared to just 66% in traditional district schools.3  The 
average graduation rates for socioeconomically disadvantaged students 
are not included as a separate category in the chart because the rates 
match those for “all” students.  This holds true for both charter and 
traditional district schools, and is not unexpected given that an average 
of 78% of LA’s high school students participate in the free/reduced lunch 
program.

Simply put, other  
measures become less 
meaningful if a large 
number of students do 
not earn a high school 
diploma and thus are 
severely set back in their 
quest for college and 
career success.  

-Kathryn Young 
Jobs for the Future2

“
” 
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The charter high school graduation rates also exceed those of the 
traditional district schools by more than 10% for Latino and African-
American students.  Similar to the college-ready findings, charter schools 
do not experience a significant “achievement gap” between the four largest 
ethnic student groups served in LA.  The charter graduation rates narrowly 
range from 75% to 82% across African-American, Latino, Asian and White 
students.  On the other hand, the traditional district school rates range 
from 61% to 85% across the four student groups, with African-American 
students in traditional district schools left the farthest behind.

Graduation data are also available for high school students identified as 
English learners, one of the student groups considered most at risk for 
school failure in our nation.  Charter schools give English learners a 
much better chance to graduate high school than if they attended a 
traditional district school.  The average charter school graduation rate for 
English learner students is 72% versus 52% for their peers at traditional 
district schools.

Students with disabilities represent another important student group 
served by both charter and traditional district schools.  On average, charter 
schools help 74% of their students with a disability graduate high school 
while traditional district schools graduate less than half (48%).  LA charter 
schools have typically served a lower percentage and more limited scope 
of students with disabilities than traditional district schools (due to the 
nature of the special education arrangement with the school district).  
Nonetheless, this difference is notable enough to include, particularly 
as changes are underway.  Starting in 2011-12, the district reorganized 
its special education services and allowed charters to increase their 
programmatic capacity to serve a larger proportion of students with 
disabilities.  Between 2011-12 and 2012-13, students with disabilities 
accounted for 20% of the increase in charter school student population in 
LA.4

Charters that serve LA’s most impoverished 
families achieve results similar to those for all 
charters.
To check if the charter schools’ higher graduation and college-ready 
rates could be explained by other factors that impact student success, 
this report also looks at a particular subset of the schools.  This subset 
only includes LA schools that serve a majority of socioeconomically 
disadvantaged students and are not identified by the state as alternative 
and do not participate in the Alternative Schools Accountability Model 
(ASAM).  This allows us to look at schools that serve a population more 
similar to each other and more characteristic of LA public high schools.  
That is, schools for which family income and parent education levels
present challenges to academic performance for most students. 



The subset of charter schools serving LA’s most impoverished families 
still reaches an average of 76% college-ready graduates.  This matches 
the rate found for all charters.  The traditional district schools in this 
subset only average 27% college-ready students.  While this traditional 
school percentage is higher than the 18% overall rate (See Note), it still 
does not approach the charter percentage.  Chart 3 presents the school 
subset rates (and those for all schools from Chart 1 for reference).

For Latino students, the rate also remains very similar between the charter 
subset and all charter schools.  The percentage of college-ready African-
American student decreases a bit when looking at the charter subset, but it 
still exceeds the traditional district rate by 4.5 times.  
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When reviewing high school graduation rates, the subset of charter schools 
reaches an average high school graduation rate of 76%, only slightly lower 
than the 79% seen for all charters.  The percentages are also very similar 
between the charter subset and all charter schools for Latino and African-
American students and English learners.  Stated another way, charter 
schools achieve similar results for their students whether they serve a 
majority of socioeconomically disadvantaged students or not. 

For the traditional school subset, the graduation rates actually exceed 
the overall traditional school rates, mostly due to the exclusion of 
ASAM and alternative schools from the subset (See Note).  The subset 
comparison indicates charter and traditional schools that serve a majority 
of socioeconomically disadvantaged students reach similar graduation 
averages for Latino and African-American students (all in the 71-77% range).  
However, the charter rate still outpaces the traditional rate for English 
learners (70% versus 57%).

Note:
Traditional district school rates are 
higher for the subset than for all 
schools discussed in prior sections.  
This is mostly due to the exclusion 
of alternative and ASAM schools 
from the subset.  Most ASAM 
schools do not serve a majority of 
socioeconomically disadvantaged 
students, which is the focus of 
this comparison, even though 
they serve students with specific 
educational needs.  See Methods 
for more detail.

 

22% 

38% 

15% 

27% 

27% 

72%	  

100%	  

68%	  

77%	  

76%	  
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All 

Chart 3.  Percentage of High School Graduates who are College-Ready 
(Completed A-G):  Comparison of the Subset of Schools, Charter and Traditional 

(All Schools data from Chart 1 also included for reference) 

Charter All Charter Subset Traditional Subset Traditional All 
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While the average graduation rates begin to look more alike between 
charter and traditional schools for this school subset, a higher percentage 
of these charter schools achieve graduation rates of 80%-100%.  More 
than half (52%) of the charter schools in this subset help 80%+ of their 
students graduate, versus only 30% of the traditional subset schools.  
There is no question that most LA schools serving low-income, historically 
disadvantaged students have more to do to really prepare all students 
to be part of the next generation of college graduates.  Yet, these data 
indicate a student has a better chance to become part of that generation if 
they attend a charter school.

In fact, six traditional district high schools have chosen to convert to 
charter schools in the hopes of changing their capacity to support 
student success.  Two of the schools serve some of the district’s lowest 
income communities, including Vaughn Next Century Learning Center 
in Pacoima and Alain Leroy Locke College Prep in South LA.  Vaughn has 
been a charter for 20 years and currently has one of the highest graduation 
rates in LA.  Locke more recently converted to a charter school and 
while graduation rates still have room for growth, the school has made 
substantial progress – from a rate of 46% to 61% within three years.

Vaughn Next Century Learning Center
Vaughn Next Century Learning 
Center (Vaughn) serves students from 
pre-school through 12th grade in the 
East San Fernando Valley.  In 1992, 
teachers and parents united in their 
frustration at watching too many of 
their students fail academically for far 
too long.  After 40 years as a traditional 
district school, they chose to convert  
to an independent charter school. 

Vaughn is the first conversion charter 
school in the nation.  As such, it is an 
important model of education reform 
for the charter school movement.  In 
particular, it is a model for family 
engagement.  Though located in a

high-crime area, the campus is open
during and after school to students’
families and the community.  Its 
full-service Family Center provides 
students and their family members 
health and social services that help 
address any challenges that may 
impede students’ success. 

The demographics of Vaughn’s student 
body are the same as they were 
before converting 20 years ago and 
match the demographics of the other 
traditional district schools in the area.  
But outcomes for Vaughn students are 
dramatically different.

“

” 

We converted to a  
charter because we  
heard too many painful 
stories of our kids not 
graduating from high 
school, let alone going  
on to college.  I know we 
are making it happen for 
our families.  I recently 
saw an old and dented 
van in front of our school.   
Pasted on the back  
window was a brand new 
decal that read, “Proud 
CSU Dominguez Hills 
Dad”.  We did not see  
images like this 20  
years ago.  We do now! 

- Suzanne Llamas,  
Vaughn Teacher, Parent,  
Grandparent and Administrator

•	Almost	100% low-income
•	Almost 100% Latino
•	More than half English learners
•	80% have parents with HS  
  diploma or less

Students at Vaughn and  
neighboring traditional 

 high schools:
 

91% 
graduate

61% 
college-ready

77% 
graduate

23% 
college-ready

Nearby Traditional School Results

Vaughn Results
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The data say it.  It is time to stop qualifying LA charter schools’ 
achievements by differences in student backgrounds.  Charter and 
traditional district schools serving the same students of the same 
backgrounds often achieve substantially different outcomes.  The 
difference between outcomes, therefore, is not in who the schools educate 
but how they do so.  While not all charter schools are yet at the ideal of 
graduating 90-100% of their students college-ready, as a whole, LA  
charter schools account for a higher percent of LA students on the road  
to postsecondary success than do traditional schools.

Charter schools enroll only 19% of LA high school students,  
yet they deliver 37% of LA’s college-ready graduates.

Implementation qualities 
characteristic of high 
performing charter high 
schools

High expectations for college 
going for every student
College-ready mission statements; 
Sufficient resource commitments to 
college access and preparation; College 
partners; Measurable expectations

Small, personalized learning 
environment 
Small school size; Low teacher-student 
ratios

Rigorous academic requirements 
of every student
A-G completion with a grade C or better

Targeted academic support
CAHSEE & SAT Prep; Advanced  
Placement classes

Enrichment opportunities
Sports, arts and leadership activities

Clear expectations for 
family involvement

 

81% 

63% 

19% 

37% 

0% 

100% 

High School Student Enrollment College-Ready Graduates 

Chart 4.  High School Student Enrollment and College-Ready Graduates, 
Percentage of Each by Charter School versus Traditional School 

Traditional Charter 
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Fulfilling the Promise
Research shows that postsecondary education is now critical to career 
opportunity and economic status in adulthood.  If children start life in 
a low-income community, they are unlikely to improve their economic 
status without postsecondary education.  When measuring whether the 
promise of public school is fulfilled or broken, the ultimate measure is 
college preparation.  This report clearly shows that charter schools are 
delivering on that promise:  
Los Angeles students - 
particularly historically 
disadvantaged students - have 
a better chance at getting 
to college if they attend a 
charter school.  While not all 
charter schools outperform all 
traditional schools in a one-
to-one comparison, enough 
charter schools outperform 
substantially enough that we 
should look to them as models 
for improving public education.  

The Los Angeles Unified School 
District leads the nation when 
it comes to the number of 
charter schools and charter 
students.  Charter schools 
have been a part of this 
district for more than 15 years 
implementing academic reform 
that is driven by a more flexible, 
local school governance 
structure.  Today’s LA charter 
schools possess a body of 
knowledge that is based 
in experience and proven 
over time, not theoretical or 
experimental.  
 
With greater support, charter 
schools can expand and 
educate more students in the 
coming years, and achieve the 
goal of preparing children of 
all backgrounds and abilities 
for high school graduation and 
college admission, ensuring a 
brighter future. 

“

” 

We maintain a culture 
of high expectations 
even as our percentage 
of students receiving 
free and reduced lunch 
has increased year by 
year.  We graduate 96% 
of our students and we 
know that 100% gradu-
ation is attainable as we 
continue to provide each 
student with a high level 
of support towards that 
goal.

- Norb Sznajder, Principal 
View Park Preparatory  
Accelerated High School
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Methodology

Data
Data for this report are from the 2011-12 school year, the year that graduation and college-ready data are most recently available.  
For consistency purposes, student demographic data are used from that same school year.   The two data points of interest include 
the four-year adjusted cohort graduation rate and the UC/CSU college-ready high school graduates.  Data were downloaded from 
the publicly available research files on the California Department of Education’s website.   Descriptive analyses were conducted to 
identify trends in average graduation and college-ready rates.

Schools
The report focuses on public schools that serve students through grade 12 who live within the geographic boundaries of the Los 
Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD).  It includes 166 traditional district public schools that are part of the Los Angeles Unified 
School District.  It includes 56 charter public schools, 50 of which are authorized by the LAUSD and 6 that are authorized by a county 
office of education.

The schools include grade 9-12 high schools, schools that span multiple grades through grade 12 (e.g., K-12, 6-12), alternative 
schools such as magnet schools or community day schools, and schools participating in the state’s Alternative Schools 
Accountability Model (ASAM).  LAUSD’s traditional district ASAM schools include continuation schools, opportunity schools, 
special education centers and community day schools.  Alternative and ASAM schools are included in this report because they are 
considered part of the school district’s strategy for ensuring all students receive the education and services they need to graduate 
high school.  The traditional district schools include 65 ASAM and 10 alternative schools.  The charter schools include two ASAM 
schools.

While the higher number of ASAM schools in the traditional district school set compared to the charter school set may seem 
to imbalance the comparison, it is important to include them.  First, ASAM schools are still held accountable for the academic 
performance of their students, including graduation.  Second, they are considered part of the LAUSD’s strategy for ensuring all 
students receive the education and services they need to graduate high school.  (Note that the published graduation rate for the 
school district includes ASAM schools.)  Third, a school chooses whether or not to apply to participate in ASAM, and charters are less 
likely to do so even when they serve a similarly mobile or high-risk population.

The report thus includes all charter and traditional high schools regardless of type or student population because all have a role in 
the high school graduation and college readiness of LA’s students.  However, as described in more detail in the Subset section below, 
the last section of this report hones in on a subset of schools that are more similar to each other in the student population they serve 
in terms of income level and student mobility.  Because a one-to-one matched school comparison analysis is beyond the scope of 
this report, this subset helps to provide a more “apples-to-apples” comparison of traditional and charter schools’ performance that 
serve similar students.

Subset of Schools
A subset of these schools are also discussed in order to compare schools that serve a similarly high percentage of socioeconomically 
disadvantaged students and are not identified as alternative or ASAM schools.  This includes 25 charter public schools and 53 
traditional district public schools.  This approach aims to check if the general trends also occur among schools that serve LA’s most 
impoverished families.  Schools are included in this subset if more than 78% of their students receive free/reduced lunch and if the 
average parent education level falls below high school graduation.  These inclusion points were based on the averages for the 222 
Los Angeles high schools included in this report so that schools in the subset would be most representative of the majority of LA’s 
public school students.  Because ASAM and alternative schools do not necessarily serve socioeconomically disadvantaged students, 
more than two-thirds of those schools were automatically excluded from this subset.  The decision to then exclude all alternative 
and ASAM schools from the subset was made in order to keep this set focused on schools with typical and similar student retention 
rates.

Citations

1 Adelman, C.  (2006).  The Toolbox Revisited:  Paths to Degree Completion from High School Through College.  Washington, D.C.:  Office 
of Vocational and Adult Education, U.S. Department of Education.

2 Young, K. (2013).  NCLB Waivers and Accountability:  The Graduation Rate Balancing Act.  Washington, D.C.: Jobs for the Future.

3 The graduation statistic for all students in traditional district schools is as publicly cited in recent press reports (http://www.
dailynews.com/general-news/20130409/lausd-graduation-rate-increases-to-66).

4 Office of the Independent Monitor, Los Angeles Unified School District.  (2013).  Report on the Progress and Effectiveness of the Los 
Angeles Unified School District’s Implementation of the Modified Consent Decree During the 2012-2013 School Year.
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Definitions
Charter Public Schools
Charter schools are publicly funded schools that are tuition-free and open to all children.  Charter schools became part of California’s 
public school system in 1992 in order to provide families and teachers a choice beyond underperforming traditional schools.  Unlike 
traditional district schools, charter schools operate independently from the school district’s central bureaucracy.  Each charter 
school is governed by its own school community.  Every charter school must be authorized every five years to operate, either by a 
local school district or the county or state board of education.  This reauthorization process holds charter schools to higher levels 
of accountability in exchange for operating independently from a traditional school district or county/state board.  As schools of 
choice, charter schools can serve students regardless of where they live, but are committed to serving a student body that reflects 
the local community. 

Autonomy Status.  Charters can be categorized according to one of three autonomy types that also identifies the level of 
independence from its authorizing educational entity.
	• Autonomous charters appoint their board of directors, do not use the local school district’s collective bargaining   

 agreement, are directly funded from the state and are likely to be incorporated as a 501(c)3.
	• Semi-autonomous charters appoint their own board and are incorporated as a 501(c)3. However, they are either   

 indirectly funded or directly funded but still use their authorizing district’s collective bargaining agreement.
	• Non-autonomous charters either have the majority of their board appointed by their authorizer or are under a school  

 district’s collective bargaining agreement, and are indirectly funded (through their authorizer rather than the state) and  
 not incorporated as a 501(c)3.

Management Model.  Charters can be characterized according to one of three different types of school management 
models.  The California Charter School Association defines each of these models  as follows.
	• Charter Management Organization (CMO): a network of three or more schools linked by a common philosophy and   

 centralized governance or operations.
	• Network:  a set of schools that share a common philosophy but not centralized governance or operations (also includes  

 CMOs with less than 3 schools).
	• Freestanding:  single-site schools that are not part of a network or CMO affiliation.
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College-Ready Graduates
College-ready graduates include 12th grade students who graduated high school and received a grade “C” or better in all of the 
required academic courses needed to enter one of California’s public universities – the University of California (UC) or California State 
University (CSU).  The definition of high school graduates in this data set differs from the cohort definition above.   This does include 
summer graduates but not students with high school equivalencies (such as the or California High School Proficiency Examination).

 A-G Curriculum
The “A through G” high school curriculum (A-G) identifies the minimum set of high school classes a student must complete 
to be eligible to attend a California public university.  This is a rigorous academic curriculum that includes multiple years of 
English, Math, Science and Social Science as well as language and performing arts expectations.  To be eligible for college 
entry, students must reach a minimum “C” grade in each class.  School districts can decide if completing this curriculum is a 
requirement for high school graduation or not, and can decide what constitutes a passing grade.

Historically Disadvantaged Student Subgroups
A historically disadvantaged student subgroup is a group of students that share a common demographic characteristic and have 
not had access to the same level of quality education as their demographic counterparts.  Research consistently finds educational 
inequities for students by race/ethnicity, income, language and disability.  

Low-income students.  Students who are eligible to participate in the free/reduced-price lunch program.
Socioeconomically disadvantaged students.  Students who are eligible to participate in the free/reduced-price lunch 
program and/or whose parents have not received a high school diploma.
Student Ethnicity groups.  Students self identify their race and ethnicity according to several categories.  Below are 
definitions for the four main ethnicity groups served in Los Angeles schools.

Latino, identify race as Latino regardless of ethnicity group.
African-American, identify ethnicity as African-American and do not identify race as Latino.
White, identify ethnicity as White and do not identify race as Latino.
Asian, identify ethnicity as Asian and do not identify race as Latino.

English Learners.  Students who do not yet speak English as their primary language, as identified by their results on state 
standardized tests.
Student with disabilities.   Students who receive special education services and have a valid disability code.

High School Cohort Graduates
High school cohort graduates include students who started at a school in ninth grade and finished high school within four years, 
accounting for transfers in and out of schools.  It includes students who received a traditional or adult education high school 
diploma or passed the California High School Proficiency Exam within four years of starting high school.  This is known as the four-
year adjusted cohort graduation rate, a method recommended by the U.S. Department of Education and used by the California 
Department of Education since 2010.

Alternative Schools Accountability Model (ASAM)
Both charter schools and traditional district schools can apply to be part of the California Department of Education’s Alternative 
Schools Accountability Model (ASAM).  This model provides school-level accountability for alternative schools serving highly mobile 
and high-risk students (e.g., majority of students have been expelled or suspended or are pregnant/parenting or wards of state).  
Examples of ASAM schools include community day schools, continuation schools, opportunity schools, and alternative schools 
and charter schools that meet ASAM population criteria.  Schools participating in ASAM are still held accountable for academic 
performance, including the goal of helping students graduate.  Because schools voluntarily choose to apply for ASAM status, other 
schools may serve a similarly mobile or high-risk population but have chosen not to participate in ASAM.

Traditional District Public Schools
Traditional district public schools are publicly funded schools that are tuition-free and open to all children.  Traditional district 
schools are operated by a local school district and must implement the educational program mandates of their local district.  Each 
school serves students who live in their specific geographic attendance boundaries.

Alternative School.  Traditional district schools that do not follow the district’s standard educational program but instead 
provide a structure or learning approach for students with different needs or interests.  Examples include community day 
schools and magnet schools.  While alternative schools can use different means of achieving grade-level standards, they 
must still meet the same standards of student performance as the district’s conventional schools.
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