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Endorsements of Chartering and Choice as an Achievement Gap-Closing Reform Report 

 

“I applaud CCSA for investing in this much needed analysis!  Documenting the positive impacts public charter schools 
have had on closing California’s achievement gap not only helps to dispel a variety of myths, but further empowers 
African American parents to become informed consumers of the educational options available to their children.  In many 
instances, public charter schools are providing pathways to academic success for African American students and these 
schools should be encouraged accordingly.” 
Ursula Wright 
Interim President and CEO, National Alliance for Public Charter Schools 
 

"The struggle to assert, carve out and sustain places of learning where African American students can thrive and excel 
has found a home in California's public charter schools. This study confirms that the hopes and aspirations families 
have given voice to, have found a ready and committed response, as well as a path forward for our communities." 
Howard Fuller, Founding Board Chair, Black Alliance for Educational Options and Founding Board Chair 
National Alliance of Public Charter Schools 

 
"The report released by CCSA is proof that great results are possible, regardless of race, income or zip code, when high 
expectations are set for students and educators in the classroom. Every child will learn if they have access to excellent 
teachers and schools. It is our responsibility to find ways to ensure all children have access to a quality education." 
Kevin Johnson, Mayor  
Sacramento 
 
 
"Because African American students only comprise 6% of California's K-12 population, little attention is paid to them 
even though they are often the lowest performing group in the state on multiple measures. This important study not only 
spotlights their academic plight, but it also showcases three charter schools that are doing a very good job of educating 
them. The California Alliance of African American Educators (CAAAE) was established a decade ago because of the 
on-going failure of the state's schools to address the educational needs of the vast majority of its students of African 
ancestry. We are pleased that this study highlights some of the same best practices proven to work with our children 
that we have promoted since our inception and are hopeful that they will be embraced by schools well beyond the 
charter movement where the vast majority of our children continue to languish."  
Debra Watkins, President 
California Alliance of African American Educators 
 
 
"The results public charter schools have produced for African American children in Sacramento are extraordinary.  
Replicating the practices of schools like PS7 can literally move African American student achievement from last to first. 
It’s in our best interest as a region to reverse the trend of one in three black students dropping out of high school. As a 
result, we are launching a new season of open collaboration in Sacramento between charter schools and traditional 
public schools to address our region's most intractable concern--the crisis of black achievement."  
Margaret Fortune 
President/CEO of Fortune School of Education  

 


