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Endorsements of Portrait of the Movement 

 

“We need to look closely at which charter schools are succeeding with their students, which need intervention, and 
which should be closed for sustained underperformance.  This report confronts the successes and shortfalls of 
California's charters with unblinking candor, and I commend the California Charter Schools Association and its 
membership for taking this bold step to raise the bar on accountability.” 
Arne Duncan 
United States Secretary of Education 
 

 

“Having high quality school options for every family in America is a critical piece to reforming America's public schools.  
CCSA has led the nation in setting tough standards of accountability and supportive practices for best-in-class providers 
to serve the children of California in schools that are improving the life chances and life outcomes of our most at-risk 
youth.” 
Michelle Rhee 
CEO 
Students First 
 

 
“In many ways, California has been a trendsetter in the charter school movement.  It is the state with the highest number 
of charter school students in the nation, and has seen many important trends with implications for the entire sector.  The 
new report “Portrait of a Movement” explores a number of positive outcomes within the California Charter movement, 
and I am proud to congratulate the California Charter Schools Association for their fine work in producing this report.” 
Peter C. Groff 
President and CEO 
National Alliance for Public Charter Schools 
 

 
“As a former charter school operator, I saw the power that a great charter school can have to turn around the academic 
outcomes of a community.  As Mayor, I see the potential charters have to positively impact an entire city.  We have so 
far to go as a nation before we can say that we are providing all children with an excellent education.  However, if we 
can focus our efforts on the promising practices highlighted in Portrait of a Movement, we will move much quicker 
toward that day."  
Kevin Johnson 
Mayor 
City of Sacramento 
 
 
“This is a powerful document. It not only demonstrates that charters are capable of closing achievement gaps, but that 
the movement itself is embracing tough internal accountability. Here is a membership organization using sophisticated 
but clear tools to depict a spectrum of performance among its own members, and to lay down markers for improvement. 
That‟s a great model not just for charter school organizations, but for all of public education.” 
Nelson Smith 
Senior Advisor 
National Alliance for Public Charter Schools 



 
  

 

“CCSA and the CCSA Accountability Team should be congratulated for developing an accountability and analysis 
framework that makes sound use of existing California Assessment and Accountability system data that substantially 
improves upon the current use of existing California Assessment and Accountability data.  The report notes that 
California‟s current statewide assessment system does not support true individual student longitudinal growth analyses 
such as typically required for „value added‟ accountability systems. But the report finds a way to work around the current 
limitations of the CA statewide assessment system data to provide a sound conceptual approach using two constructs – 
current status and recent progress – that in recent years have been characterized by political rhetoric as conflicting or 
competing constructs.  The report shows how these two constructs can be used in a mutually supportive manner, and 
then it adds a third construct to begin to account for school demographic factors that frequently dominate K-12 
assessment and accountability data in the United States.  The authors and CCSA are to be commended for a significant 
step forward toward a new and better use of California‟s existing assessment and accountability data that can provide a 
guiding path for future improvements in California‟s elementary and secondary education system.” 
Doug McRae, Ph.D. 
Educational Measurement Specialist 
 
 
“Portrait of the Movement: How Charters are Transforming California Education provides a deep, thorough, 
balanced and informative analysis of the performance of charter schools in California.  This study uses new, innovative 
multiple measures of school performance to give a broad picture of how well charter schools are doing, both absolutely 
and when compared against regular public schools.  Importantly, the study uses multi-year data, school-performance 
growth indicators, proficiency rates in the core subjects, and controls for student background factors.  The study is fair. It 
shows that many charter schools are achieving at high levels and outperforming public non-charter schools. It also 
shows that some charters are not performing well and need to improve.  The study results further show that charters 
have been successful in closing and, in many cases, eliminating the achievement gap between low-income and higher 
income students.  Portrait of the Movement is a significant advance in the effort to evaluate fully the performance of 
charter schools, which will improve greatly the ability of policymakers, educators and the public to determine what works 
and what doesn't work in educating our children and to make informed decisions that will improve the achievement of all 
students in California.” 
Lance Izumi, J.D. 
Koret Senior Fellow and Senior Director of Education Studies 
Pacific Research Institute 
 
 
“This report does a great service by starting to get under the hood of charter school average performance. It will give 
policy makers and practitioners information they can really use: Which types of charter schools seem to perform better 
than others? And how is the fast-growing California charter sector is evolving over time?” 
Robin Lake, Ph.D. 
Associate Director 
Center on Reinventing Public Education 
University of Washington 
 
 
“CCSA's new metrics continue the conversation about charter school performance in California. The new measures 
provide a more elaborate framework for looking at current status, growth, and demographically-adjusted performance. In 
Portrait of the Movement, the Association has defined performance worthy of its endorsement at the time of renewal. 
The new framework should make it tougher for chronically underperforming charter schools to see their charters 
renewed, while at the same time making it easier to recognize those charter schools that are having a positive impact 
for kids.” 
Eric Crane, M.A. 
Senior Research Associate  
Innovation Studies and Regional Educational Laboratory West 
WestEd 

 


