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California’s Charter Schools: 20 Years of Reinventing 

Public Education 

Twenty years ago, in the fall of 1992, history was made in California when Governor Pete Wilson 

signed SB 1448, better known as the Charter Schools Act.  As the charter school movement 

celebrates this incredible milestone, the California Charter Schools Association (CCSA) has put 

together this toolkit and resources for charter schools and their supporters—teachers, parents, 

students—with ideas, activities and templates to celebrate “California’s Charter Schools:  20 

Years of Reinventing Public Education” that will help us: 

 Raise awareness of charter schools, and how they have transformed public education for the past 

two decades 

 Showcase the strength of existing charter schools and help create a positive environment for the 

creation of new charter schools 

 Demonstrate to key stakeholders that charters have transformed public education and the lives of 

millions of children 

 Promote public awareness that charter schools are public schools and to highlight their unique 

offerings 

To learn more about the 20th anniversary—and to view an interactive timeline of key 

milestones and read profiles of charter school students, staff and supporters—visit our 

special website, anniversary.calcharters.org.  

 

If you have any questions about the ideas contained in this toolkit, contact CCSA’s Director of Media 

Relations, Vicky Waters, at vwaters@calcharters.org.  

mailto:vwaters@calcharters.org
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Background on the 20th Anniversary of California’s 

Charter Schools 

Minnesota was the first state to pass a charter school law in 1991, followed by California, which 

enacted its Charter Schools Act in 1992.  

In September 1992, Governor Pete Wilson signed the Charter Schools Act (SB 1448), authored by 

state Senator Gary K. Hart.  SB 1448 gave charter schools and their supporters--parents, teachers, 

leaders, and educators--more autonomy and flexibility to build good schools.  

More than five years later, in 1998, Assemblymember Ted Lempert authored AB 544, better known 

as the Charter Expansion bill, which effectively removed the various obstacles that had stunted the 

growth of charters following the enactment of SB 1448. 

In 1993, when the law officially went into effect, California had 31 operating charters.  Today, there 

are almost 1,000. 

Growth for other states has come gradually.  The number of states passing the charter school law 

increased from only 19 in 1995 to 41 and the District of Columbia in 2012.  

The states that have passed charter school laws are: Alaska, Arkansas, Arizona, California, 

Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, 

Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, 

Missouri, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, 

Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Virginia, 

Washington, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.  

  

The following states have legislation that allows for charter schools but they don’t currently have any 

open: Iowa, Washington, and Maryland.  

  

The following states do not have legislation in place that would allow charter schools to open: 

Alabama, Kentucky, Montana, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Vermont, Washington, and 

West Virginia.  

  

The states with the most charter schools are California (982), Arizona (524), Florida (520), Ohio 

(360), Texas (280) and Michigan (259), Wisconsin (235), and New York (184).  
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Here’s a breakdown of the states with the most charter growth for the 2011-12 school year: 

  

 California: 100 new schools  

 Florida: 76 new schools  

 Wisconsin: 40 new schools 

 Arizona: 35 new schools  

 Ohio: 33 new schools  

 Texas: 14 new schools 

 

This year, more than 5,600 charter schools operate in the United States, with 982 of those in 

California alone, a 41% increase from five years ago (2006-07).   

 

Student enrollment also grew significantly during that same period of time, from 1.16 million in 2006-

07 to over 2 million this year.  California’s enrollment grew by over 13% from last year; the state’s 

charters currently serve over 412,000 students.  

 

RESOURCES 

 

There are many myths out there about charter schools; for accurate information, read CCSA’s Myths 

vs. Facts document in English (http://www.calcharters.org/fact_sheet_charter_myths_vs_reality.pdf) 

and Spanish (http://www.calcharters.org/Escuelas_Charter_Disipando_Mitos.pdf).    

Also check out the National Alliance for Public Charter School’s “Facing the Opposition:  Speaking 

Up for Public Charter Schools” 

(http://publiccharters.org/editor/files/NAPCS%20Documents/FacingtheOppositionSpeakingUpforPubli

cCharterSchools.pdf).   

 

For more on what charter schools are, visit CCSA’s website, www.calcharters.org, where you can 

find:  

 CCSA’s Fact Sheet  

o English (http://www.calcharters.org/CCSA_Fact_Sheet.pdf)   

o Spanish (www.calcharters.org/CCSA_Fact_SheetSPANISH.pdf)  

 Answers to Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

o  English (www.calcharters.org/Charter_FAQs_Fact_Sheet.pdf)   

o Spanish (www.calcharters.org/FAQs_Sobre_Charters_Espanol.pdf)  

http://www.calcharters.org/fact_sheet_charter_myths_vs_reality.pdf
http://www.calcharters.org/fact_sheet_charter_myths_vs_reality.pdf
http://www.calcharters.org/Escuelas_Charter_Disipando_Mitos.pdf
http://www.calcharters.org/Escuelas_Charter_Disipando_Mitos.pdf
http://publiccharters.org/editor/files/NAPCS%20Documents/FacingtheOppositionSpeakingUpforPublicCharterSchools.pdf
http://publiccharters.org/editor/files/NAPCS%20Documents/FacingtheOppositionSpeakingUpforPublicCharterSchools.pdf
http://www.calcharters.org/
http://www.calcharters.org/CCSA_Fact_Sheet.pdf
http://www.calcharters.org/CCSA_Fact_Sheet.pdf
http://www.calcharters.org/CCSA_Fact_SheetSPANISH.pdf
http://www.calcharters.org/CCSA_Fact_SheetSPANISH.pdf
http://www.calcharters.org/Charter_FAQs_Fact_Sheet.pdf
http://www.calcharters.org/Charter_FAQs_Fact_Sheet.pdf
http://www.calcharters.org/FAQs_Sobre_Charters_Espanol.pdf
http://www.calcharters.org/FAQs_Sobre_Charters_Espanol.pdf
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 News about charter schools,  www.calcharters.org/blog/news/   

 Media coverage on charter school,  www.calcharters.org/blog/clips.html  

 

You can also view CCSA’s award-winning “Charters 101” video in English 

(http://www.calcharters.org/understanding/) and Spanish 

(http://www.calcharters.org/understanding/espanol/), and more videos on CCSA’s YouTube channel, 

www.youtube/cacharters.   

 

  *Statistics from National Alliance for Public Charter Schools, www.publiccharters.org. 

http://www.calcharters.org/blog/news/
http://www.calcharters.org/blog/news/
http://www.calcharters.org/blog/clips.html
http://www.calcharters.org/blog/clips.html
http://www.calcharters.org/understanding/
http://www.calcharters.org/understanding/espanol/
http://www.youtube.com/cacharters
http://www.youtube/cacharters
http://www.publiccharters.org/
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Ways to Highlight 20th Anniversary Celebrations in Your 

Community 

Create Unique Materials 

CCSA has created materials to get you started in celebrating “California’s Charter Schools:  20 Years 

of Reinventing Public Education,” but consider supplementing them with materials of your own that 

highlight the successes and the unique features of your charter school. 

In addition to the ideas specifically called out in the sections below, you may also consider: 

 Incorporating student artwork into materials you use to celebrate “California’s Charter 

Schools:  20 Years of Reinventing Public Education;” for example, to illustrate an event, 

program or use as postcards to send to elected officials 

 Holding an essay contest for your students and incorporate winning entries into 20th 

anniversary materials  

o Sample essay prompts: “Tell us how your charter school has changed you as a 

student,” “tell us how your charter school is preparing you for your future,” or “tell us 

about your favorite charter school teacher.”   

Try to incorporate key messages about charter schools in general, and your school specifically, into 

the materials you create.  This includes speeches and opening remarks given by your school leader 

or board chair, PowerPoint presentations, press releases, invitations, etc. 

See page 13 for general Talking Points about charter schools and pages 14-15 for FAQs about 

charter schools. 

 

Plan an Event 

Consider hosting an event at your school or in the community during the duration of the 20th 

Anniversary of charter schools—fall 2012 to May 2013.  Or add in the 20th Anniversary theme to an 

existing school event (e.g., back to school night, open house, etc.) Event ideas include: 

 Tours of your campus, with a short talk before or after by your school leader, a teacher, or 

your school’s parent organization leader on what makes your charter unique, and how it is 

serving students 
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 Highlight student success stories or talents with a science fair, talent show, or student art 

exhibition 

 Have a “Bring Your Family to School” Day 

 Hold a talk by a speaker on an educational issue or a topic that relates to your school’s 

focus 

 Work with a CCSA Regional Representative to host a “How to Start a Charter School” 

workshop for people in your community who may be interested in developing a high-

quality charter school  

 Invite local business leaders, elected officials and education reporters to serve as 

“Principal for a Day” to get a sense of a day in the life of a charter school leader 

 Hold a recognition ceremony for students, parents, teachers, and/or community officials 

honoring remarkable achievement or contributions 

 Invite alumni to talk with students about what they’re doing now and how their charter 

school helped open doors for them 

 Invite leading business people to the school to talk to students about how they got started 

in their career 

 Invite the Chamber of Commerce or other business and community organizations to host a 

meeting at your school 

 Present to a local community group like Kiwanis, Rotary or Chamber of Commerce about  

charter schools and what  your school brings to the community 

 

Invite the Public 

Reach out to key constituents and invite them to the events you plan.  Key stakeholders may include: 

 Elected officials at all levels of government 

o School Board Members 

o Mayor and City Council Members 

o State Legislators 

o Federal Representatives 

 Families 

 Community leaders (heads of nonprofits in your neighborhood/city, members of civic 

organizations such as Rotary and Kiwanis, etc.) 

 Media 
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 Supporters, contacts or counterparts at other charter schools or your school district, as 

appropriate 

 Funders and volunteers 

 Neighbors of your school  

See page 16 for a sample letter of invitation and page 17 for an email template 

 

Inform the Media 

Smaller community newspapers are usually very happy to run positive stories about local schools, 

but don’t forget to also send information to the large daily paper in your city.  When you have events 

or stories that have compelling sound or visuals, also contact broadcast (television and radio) media. 

 If you are hosting an event, put together a simple Media Advisory with the 5 W’s (Who, 

What, When, Where, Why), on school letterhead.  Be sure to include a contact name and 

number, and send out to local reporters 

 Write a Letter to the Editor of your local newspaper on an urgent issue facing charter 

schools in the community.  This could be a response to an article, or an original piece.  Be 

sure to check for guidelines in the “Opinion” section of the publication/s you may be 

targeting 

 Prepare a press kit or a one-page fact sheet for media who attend your event(s) that 

highlights facts and figures about charter schools, interesting tidbits about your school, 

and answers to FAQs about charters 

 If your event is open to the public, submit a calendar listing to publicize your local TV 

stations and/or publications, such as daily newspapers, weekly newspapers, or online 

outlets notifying them of the event.  Keep it short: your event description should be no 

longer than 35 words. Add the contact information, time and address and you’ll have about 

60 words 

 If you have a promotional video or Public Service Announcement about your school, see if 

one of your local stations will air it at no cost to you 

 

When sending out publicity materials, remember to: 

 Have parents/guardians complete and sign media/parent permission slips 

 Identify in advance other spokespeople for your school 

 Identify 3-5 messages you want to convey 
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 Have a few students designated and available for interviews with media 

See pages 19-22 for a sample media advisory and press release.  Please also visit 

(www.calcharters.org/2011/04/reaching-out-to-the-media.html) for more tips on how to effectively 

reach out to media. 

Connect with Elected Officials 

Obtain a Resolution or Proclamation recognizing September 2012 as the 20th Anniversary of 

California Charter Schools.  If you invite elected officials to visit your school or attend an event, invite 

them to present a resolution to your school.  Be sure to include information about your school in the 

resolution.  Consider approaching your: 

 

 Local board of education 

 City Council 

 County Board of Supervisors 

 State Assemblymember and/or Senator 

 Federal Representative and/or Senator 

To find your local Assemblymember, Senator and Federal Representative and Senator, visit 

www.calcharters.org/advocacy/legislative-contacts.html.  Also visit 

www.calcharters.org/advocacy/statewide/ for tips on Legislative visits, as well as materials to involve 

your parents and supporters. 

See page 18 for a sample Resolution/Proclamation 

 

Leverage Your School Community 

Charter school teachers, staff, students and families are the most passionate and vocal advocates for 

the work our schools do.  Remember that your school community may not realize that they are part of 

a larger movement.  Make them aware of, and get them involved in celebrating “California’s Charter 

Schools:  20 Years of Reinventing Public Education,” too!   

 

 Run an article in your school newsletter about the 20th anniversary 

http://www.calcharters.org/2011/04/reaching-out-to-the-media.html
http://www.calcharters.org/advocacy/legislative-contacts.html
http://www.calcharters.org/advocacy/statewide/
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 Send a letter home to families thanking them for sending their children to your school and 

for being part of the movement 

 Ask teachers, staff, students and families to use their personal social media outlets 

(Facebook, Twitter, blogs, etc.) to promote their charter school experience 

See page 27 for a sample 20th Anniversary newsletter article 

 

Reach out via Social Media! 

Social media is an important sharing tool that connects you to several different audiences, and allows 

for timely information to be released.  

 Link to CCSA’s 20th anniversary website: anniversary.calcharters.org on your school’s 

website and in your social media accounts 

 If you have a calendar feature on your school website, use it.  Complete descriptions are 

also effective in letting the public know what's going on at your school 

 If your school has a Facebook page, create a Facebook event for each 20th Anniversary 

function you hold.  Encourage your school’s fans, staff, parents and students to “share” the 

event on their personal Facebook pages 

 Ask Facebook fans to write on your wall (and invite Twitter followers to tweet you) with 

their favorite thing about your charter school, or about a favorite teacher, administrator, 

learning experience, etc. 

 Share information about your 20th Anniversary initiatives and activities on your CCSA 

regional Facebook page so your colleagues and charter supporters can get involved, too 

See page 28 for some “Fun Fact” samples you can use. 

 

Use CCSA Videos 

CCSA has produced more than 100 videos for members and the public that show (rather than tell) 

the story of California’s charter schools.  Use these videos to help educate your community about 

how charters are reinventing public education.  Put the video on loop, link to the videos on your 

website, or show them individually at: 

http://anniversary.calcharters.org/
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 parent meetings 

 community fairs and events 

 staff meetings 

 open houses 

 ribbon cuttings 

 back to school nights 

 enrollment fairs 

 

To see all of CCSA’s videos, visit www.youtube.com/CAcharters. 

 

Remember All Your Audiences 

Charter schools serve diverse groups.  Be sure to reach out to speakers of languages other than 

English, as your resources permit. 

 

Reach out to parents and members of the community who prefer to receive information in Spanish.  

CCSA has created a “Charters 101” video in English and Spanish to share with the public, as well as 

a variety of facts sheets (general charter school info, myths vs. facts, etc.), and parent-friendly 

materials—in English and Spanish—on our Families That Can website.  You can find information at 

both www.calcharters.org and www.familiesthatcan.org. 

 

Keep the Association in the Loop 

Let CCSA know what you’re doing, so we can provide support.  Email your Regional Director and 

CCSA’s Director of Media Relations (vwaters@calcharters.org) with details of your planned events, 

outreach, and materials. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/CAcharters
http://www.calcharters.org/
http://www.familiesthatcan.org/
mailto:vwaters@calcharters.org
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Talking Points About Charter Schools 

 

Here are some suggested talking points you may use when speaking with community leaders, media 

and policy makers. Supplement these with information about your charter school. 

 

Charter schools are public schools.  They have some unique traits, however, that increase the 

likelihood of a successful education for a child. 

 

 Choice: Parents select the school their child attends.  Teachers choose to work in the 

school, most often for the professional satisfaction and the opportunity to shape school 

policy. 

 

 Innovation: Charters’ flexibility to adapt to the educational needs of individual children, 

commitment to excel and serve the community, and high levels of accountability often 

leads to innovative methods of teaching that lead to improved student achievement. 

 

 Flexibility: Charter schools are free to make timely decisions about developing 

curriculum, structuring the school day, and hiring teachers who meet the needs of their 

students. 

 

 Accountability: Charter schools operate within a multi-tiered accountability system – to 

parents, to authorizers via a performance-based contract, to the state, and to lenders – 

that leads to quality schools and high achievement. 

 

 Partnerships with Parents and Communities: Parents and community members are 

welcomed in charter schools and involved in their day-to-day operations. 

 

California is at the leading edge of the innovative and fast-growing charter public school movement, 

with 982 schools across the state, serving more than 412,000 students. 

 

 

Visit www.calcharters.org/factsheets for a variety of Fact Sheets and resources—such as “Charter 

Schools: Myths vs. Reality.” 

http://www.calcharters.org/factsheets
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) About Charter 

Schools 

Charter schools are innovative, public schools designed by educators, parents, or civic leaders that 

are accountable for results, and free from many rules and regulations governing conventional public 

schools, allowing them to direct their resources where their students need them most. 

Charter Schools are schools of choice - Choice to parents, students, teachers, and administrators.  

Families choose to enroll their children at charter schools, and teachers choose to work there.  

Are charters public schools? 

Yes, charter schools are tuition-free, public schools that operate independently from the school 

district's central bureaucracy.  Each charter school is governed by its own local school community, 

which often includes parents and teachers - rather than a district.  This freedom allows teachers to be 

more innovative, and communities to shape their local school. 

How can I apply for a charter school? Are there admission requirements? 

Charter schools are open to ALL children and they are committed to serving a student body that 

reflects the local community.  By law, charter schools can never have selective admissions; anyone 

can apply and, if more students want to attend than there are seats available, there is a lottery to 

determine who is admitted. 

Does it matter where I live? What is the attendance boundary? 

As schools of choice, all charter schools are open to all students, regardless of where he or she lives.  

How does the lottery system work? 

Charter schools are open to all students, regardless of where they live.  If the school receives more 

students than for which it has spots available, it is required by law to hold a blind lottery to determine 

which students will have the opportunity to attend.  Many charter schools have wait lists and may 

admit more students as spots become available. 
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What types of educational programs do charters offer? 

Every charter school is allowed the freedom to create its own educational program.  Teachers, 

students, parents and administrators all have a say in the types of instructional methods, materials 

and academic programs the school offers.  Charter school models include but are not limited to: 

college preparation, bilingualism, performing arts, math, science, technology and much, much more.  

Are charter schools unionized? 

Some charter schools have collective bargaining agreements, some adopt the agreement of the local 

school district, while others do not - this is a decision that the school community makes as the charter 

school is developed.  Currently, approximately 30 percent of charter schools in California operate 

under some form of collective bargaining agreement.  At charter schools, teachers and support staff 

are involved in the governing structure of the school - so they have a direct voice in the operation and 

management of the program.  

Do charter school teachers have to have credentials? 

In California, charter schools are required to hire credentialed teachers for core and college 

preparatory subjects just like all other public schools. 

For additional FAQs, visit www.calcharters.org/understanding/faqs/.  

 

 

http://www.calcharters.org/understanding/faqs/
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Sample Letter of Invitation 

 

The 20th Anniversary of California Charter Schools represents an opportunity to connect with 

supporters as well as potential supporters.  But first you have to reach out.  This sample letter can be 

used to extend a formal invitation to your 20th Anniversary events. 

 

-on school letterhead- 

 

Dear INVITEE NAME: 

 

SCHOOL NAME will celebrate “California’s Charter Schools:  20 Years of Reinventing Public 

Education” on DATE with a ONE-LINE DESCRIPTION OF THE EVENT.  We would be honored 

to have you among our guests to view the learning that occurs inside our school. 

 

You would be joining other community members and our charter school family in marking the 20th 

Anniversary of the Charter Schools Act being signed.  FURTHER DESCRIBE, IN NO MORE 

THAN TWO OR THREE SENTENCES, YOUR EVENT HERE.  

 

Attached you will find a description of our school, students and philosophy, along with a fact sheet 

describing our school’s achievements and a one-page FAQs document about charter schools. 

 

We hope you will be available to attend this special community event.  SCHOOL NAME students, 

teachers, staff and parents look forward to seeing you and showing you our school. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

NAME 

TITLE 

SCHOOL NAME 
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E-Mail Template for State Lawmaker Invitation 

 

Dear Senator/Assemblymember [LAST NAME]: 

I am writing to offer my strong support for charter public schools in California, and to encourage you 

to support the creation, protection, and funding for charter schools, and for the more than 412,000 

students they serve across the state.  

This fall, California charter schools will mark their official 20th anniversary, and we would like to 

invite you to visit our charter school.  You will get a chance to see how our model works for 

students, teachers, and families, and how we’re positively impacting our community.  Charter 

schools are public schools of choice that have been transforming public education for the past two 

decades, and we support the movement’s mission to ensure all children have the choice and 

chance to attend a high-quality charter school.   

Please feel free to contact [FULL NAME OF CONTACT PERSON] at [PHONE NUMBER OR 

EMAIL ADDRESS] to set up a time to visit our school during the 20th Anniversary celebration. 

We look forward to seeing you soon. 

Sincerely, 

 

 

NAME 

TITLE 

SCHOOL NAME 
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Sample 20th Anniversary Resolution/Proclamation 

 

CCSA asks that you work with your CCSA Regional Director to coordinate any local Resolutions 

and/or Proclamations. 

 

 

WHEREAS, California’s charter schools are celebrating the 20th anniversary of the signing of the 

California Charts Schools Act; and 

 

WHEREAS, by providing quality education to students, charter schools contribute to the effort to 

improve public education in [NAME OF YOUR CITY OR COUNTY] and across the state; and 

 

WHEREAS, charter schools encourage community and parental involvement in the education of 

our youth; and 

 

WHERAS, ABC charter school educates XX students, employ XX local community members, and 

has a positive impact on our neighborhood and community. 

 

WHEREAS, the State of California joins the California Charter Schools Association in celebrating 

the accomplishments and contributions of charter schools to public education; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, [NAME OF OFFICIAL], [TITLE], do hereby proclaim DATE as “[NAME OF 

YOUR CITY OR COUNTY] honoring the 20th Anniversary of California Charter Schools.” 
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Sample 20th Anniversary Media Advisory 

Media advisories are used to alert and invite the media to future events.  Advisories outline the “five 

Ws” and give a contact name and telephone number for information.  

 Include the date and time of the event, location and description 

 Be sure to include a contact name and phone number 

 Send to print media a week ahead 

 Send three to four days in advance to broadcast media 

 Follow up with media by phone the morning of the event to determine if they will attend 

 Be prepared for media to attend by designating a student, community or staff member to 

greet them, show them to the event’s location, and ensure that they speak with your 

appointed spokespeople 

 The sample media advisory below illustrates standard formatting and the type of 

information to include 

 

-on school letterhead- 

 

MEDIA ADVISORY 

Date Advisory Created 

Contact name and number 

 

Headline 

Subtitle 

 

What:                           Name of Event 

 

When:                          Date of Event 

                                     Time of Event 

 

Where:                         Location of Event 

 

Background:               Supporting Details 
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Photos/Speaking:      What Will the Camera See 

                                    Who Can the Media Interview 

 

For more information:        Members of the public wishing to attend the ceremony may call 

the school at xxx-xxx-xxxx for more information. 

# # # 

 



21 
 

Sample 20th Anniversary Press Release 

For larger stories, you may want to develop a news release, which can also be distributed to media 

during or after an event.  These are longer, more detailed accounts of the event.  

 Try to keep to one page 

 Put most important information at the beginning, and less important following 

 Send (usually by fax) the day of the event 

 Be sure to include a contact name and phone number 

 The sample press release below illustrates standard formatting and the type of information 

to include 

-on school letterhead- 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Date Release Created 

Contact: Name and phone number 

 

Headline 

Subtitle 

 

NAME OF YOUR CITY IN BOLD, ALL CAPS – In honor of the 20th anniversary of the charter 

schools movement in California, XYZ Charter School today honored six business and community 

leaders for their contributions to the school. 

 

“We are so thankful for the important contributions of these outstanding members of the 

community,” said John Doe, TITLE of XYZ Charter School.  “Charters are public schools that 

encourage involvement and support from the community.  These volunteers are making a real 

difference in the lives of children, and I’m thrilled to honor them during our 20th anniversary 

celebrations.” 

 

The recognition ceremony included a performance by the XYZ school band, as well as a reading 

by Jane Doe, a GRADE NUMBER student, who won a school wide essay competition with her 

piece, “What XYZ Charter School means to me.” 
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“I volunteer at XYZ Charter School because I believe in giving back to the community, and public 

education is a very worthy cause,” said Joe Schmoe, who was recognized at today’s ceremony. 

 

After the ceremony, XYZ school teachers and staff guided visitors on a tour of the building, during 

which visitors to the school were able to watch real-time classroom instruction. 

 

XYZ Charter School opened its doors in YEAR.  PROVIDE BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE 

SCHOOL, SUCH AS UNIQUE ASPECTS AND RECENT ACOMPLISHMENTS OF THE 

SCHOOL. 

# # # 

 

About charter schools 

Over 2 million children attend more than 5,000 public charter schools in 40 states and the District 

of Columbia, including more than 412,000 students in California.  Charter schools are innovative, 

public schools designed by educators, parents, or civic leaders, accountable for results, and free 

from many rules and regulations governing conventional public schools.  Charter schools have 

flexibility that allows them to direct their resources where their students need them most. 
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20th Anniversary Event Planning Guide 

Properly planned and implemented community events can be highly effective for raising awareness 

of charter schools in your local community.  This guide will help you through the steps necessary to 

draw attention, and deliver your charter school’s messages.  You may consider holding events during 

the following to add momentum to the 20th Anniversary celebration: 

 Back-To-School (August/September) 

 Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony 

 Parent Night 

 School/Community Fair 

 Enrollment Fair 

 Open House  

Planning an Event  

Select A Date and 

Time 

 Select a date at least 4-6 weeks in advance of the event.  This will allow you to 

plan ahead and send out invitations and Save-the-Date reminders to potential 

attendees. 

 Make sure your charter school leadership, board members, parents, community 

supporters, etc., are available for the event. 

 If this event is open to the public, and you are considering inviting media, make 

sure you contact local reporters (see pages 19-22 for template Media Advisory 

and Press Release) 

 If you are looking to attract TV news coverage, consider hosting your between 

10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.  

 Be mindful of parents’ schedules.  Events held after work hours allow many 

parents and community members to join the fun. 

Identify a Planning 

Team 

 People at your charter school—staff, board members, parents—that might have 

interest in this topic.  They can help out identify goals and objectives, target 

audiences, and resources. 

 Your planning team should come up with a Timeline and Budget. 

 Depending on your Event, planning team should make a list of needs, including, 

but not limited to Water, Refreshments, Tables, Chairs, Audio/Light Equipment, 

Other Collateral (Media Packets, School Flyers), and identify vendors. 

 Planning Team should identify Speakers and Talking Points for media and other 

invitees that may be interested in hearing about your charter school, the charter 

school movement, and the 20th anniversary. 

Promoting Your 

Event 

 To be successful, you need strong attendance to your event, and this is directly 

tied to how well you promote it.  

 See a template Flyer on page 26.   
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 Display announcements throughout your school. 

 Send out an email alert to your parents and community partners. 

 Include event information in your school Newsletter. 

  Post alerts on your social media sites (Facebook, Twitter, etc.). 

 For media, send out Media Advisories at least one week before the event. 

Attendees 

 

 Hosting a local event at your school can give you a chance to invite local or state 

leaders, alumni, former staff, etc.  Have your planning person or committee make 

a list of possible attendees to send invitations to, which may include: 

o Local School Board Members 

o Local Superintendent 

o Current and Former Parents 

o Current and Former Students 

o Staff 

o Community Partners 

o Local Organizations 

o State Lawmakers 

o City Council Members 

Invitations  For invitations, you can send formal letters, postcards, or use the Flyer mentioned 

above. 

 ALL invitations should include the date, time, place, RSVP information, and a 

contact phone number and email. 

 Be sure to use your school’s logo or letterhead.   

 Follow-up with phone calls to ensure people have received your invitation. 

Event Day  When your planning is complete, and the day has arrived, you should always 

arrive at the site several hours in advance so you can ensure venue is ready to 

go. 

 Check the weather for the day.  If it is a rainy day, and the event is slated to be 

outside, have a contingency plan. 

 Planning team lead should ensure attendees and media are properly greeted and 

taken care of. 

 Props you may need: 

o Chairs 

o Podium  

o Microphone/Speakers 

o Decorations (student art, school banner/logo) 

 Reserve special seating for VIP guests. 

Program/Ceremony  Have a Master of Ceremonies. 

 Have Talking Points for all speakers.  

 Try to keep event to a maximum of 30 minutes.  Here’s a basic “rundown:” 

o Opening/Welcome (2 minutes) 

o Student-led activity (song/dance/presentation) (3-5 minutes) 

o Introduce Speakers (3-minutes each, which should include backgrounds) 

o Have three to four speakers, including elected leader, parent, student, 
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supporter, etc. (3-5 minutes each) 

o Closing remarks (2 minutes) 

o Questions 

 Have printed materials available, including a list of speakers with correct spelling 

and titles, Press Release, background of school, background of 20th Anniversary 

and charter schools in California, etc., which you will find in this Toolkit. 

Involve Students  Students play a critical role in charter schools, and school choice, and it might be 

a good idea to involve them.  You may consider identifying students that can help: 

o Usher guests/attendees to seats 

o Offer tours through campus 

o Hand out collateral materials 

o Performance 

 Write “Thank You” notes to attendees, or short essays about what their charter 

school means to them 

Media Coverage  This Toolkit, as well as CCSA’s resources, can help you effectively reach out to 

media for your event.  CCSA can also assist you in revising and distributing: 

o Media Advisories 

o Press Releases 

o Post event info on CCSA’s website and Social Media 
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Flyer Template 

This Template Flyer can be used to promote a community or school event celebrating the 20th 

anniversary of the charter schools movement.  You can download, edit, and save it as a PDF before 

printing and distributing to your communities.  The file for this Flyer can be accessed at 

http://www.calcharters.org/2012/07/event-flyer-template-20th-anniversary-of-charter-schools.html. 

 

 

 

http://www.calcharters.org/2012/07/event-flyer-template-20th-anniversary-of-charter-schools.html
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Sample 20th Anniversary School Newsletter Article 

 

In the fall of 1992, history was made in California when the Charter Schools Act was signed by 

Governor Pete Wilson.  This year, charter schools are celebrating the 20th anniversary of 

transforming public education in California -- and the almost 1,000 charters that have opened in the 

state during that time.  In the last two decades, we have changed the lives of millions of students 

and families that wanted quality public education choices. 

 

The 20th Anniversary of California’s charter schools gives us all a chance to recognize the impact 

charters have had in the community, and how we continue to change the face of public education.   

 

In honor of the 20th Anniversary of California’s charter schools, thank you your role in the success 

of our school and the charter school movement. 
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Sample Social Media Content 

 “Fun Facts” you can use share via Twitter and/or Facebook 

 Charter Schools Act became law in CA in ’92 

 In ’94, there were 31 charters in CA; today, there are 982 

 CA was the 2nd state to approve a charter law after MN 

 Did you know Miami Dolphin’s Reggie Bush is a Helix Charter High alum?  

 Glee’s Matthew Morrison is a graduate of Orange Co. HS of the Arts Charter. Tell us about 

your charter graduates! 

 Over 2 million students in the U.S. go to charter schools 

 CA charter schools serve over 412,000 students, enough to fill San Francisco Giants 

Stadium almost 10x. 

 CA has the longest serving charter school in U.S.: San Carlos Learning Ctr 

 Gov. Pete Wilson signed both the CA Charter Schools Act (1992) and the Charter 

Expansion Bill (1998) 

 Currently, 41 states and the District of Columbia have passed charter school laws  

 IA, WA, and MD have charter laws, but no charters  

 The states with the most charter schools are CA (982), AZ (524), and FL (520) 

 This year, more than 5,600 charter schools operate in the United States, a 41% growth 

from 5 yrs. ago   

 Charter schools have been transforming public education for 20 years. 

Remember, if you’re sharing those posts (or others) on Twitter, use the #ccsa20 hashtag! 

Other social media content 

Videos are a fun and visual way to engage communities, and raise awareness about charter schools, 

students, teachers, and more. 

As noted, CCSA has created a variety of videos for our charter school members to use and profile 

during the 20th Anniversary, including the award-winning “Charters 101” in English and Spanish, and 

more. 

To check out our videos, and find links for your use, visit CCSA’s YouTube channel, 

www.youtube.com/cacharters.  

http://www.youtube.com/cacharters

