
 

 

1107 9th Street, Suite 200  •   Sacramento, CA 95814  •   p 916-448-0995  •   f 916-448-0998  •   www.calcharters.org 
250 East 1st Street, Suite 1000 •  Los Angeles, CA  90012  •   p 213-244-1446 •   f 213-244-1448 
 

December 15, 2011 
What Members are Saying about CCSA’s Call for Non-Renewal 
 
Brian Bauer, Executive Director, Granada Hills Charter High School  
Chair, CCSA Member Council  
I applaud and support The California Charter Schools Association's (CCSA) bold move today to call for the non-
renewal of a small number of charter schools from across our state that were not performing to the high academic 
standard we should expect of all public schools.  As the membership and professional organization representing the 
more than 980 charter schools in California, CCSA's role is more than supporting those schools that are meeting 
and indeed exceeding high expectations for academic excellence; we are also responsible for leading the efforts to 
ensure appropriate academic accountability within the movement.  Today, our movement is stronger because we 
put student academic achievement above all else, and families, policymakers and Californians will take note of our 
willingness and courage to have the difficult conversations and to take action in a way that no other public 
education system has in our nation. 
 
Tom Brown, President, Beacon Education Network 
CCSA Member Council Representative for Region 5 
The best way to improve outcomes for all students is to create a public charter school sector defined by quality.  
While we may not agree precisely on the definition of academic accountability, I think we can agree that only good 
will come from raising the standards for our schools.  Imagine what might happen if we’re successful creating a 
culture of real accountability for all schools.  By looking in the mirror and holding ourselves responsible for charter 
school quality, states and authorizers will be required to hold all schools to a higher standard and close or 
restructure those not living up to their promise.  At some point, we’ll cease to be known as the “charter school 
movement” and become known instead as the “great school movement.”  I applaud CCSA for taking the lead in this 
difficult yet important discussion. 
 
Judy Ivie Burton, President/CEO, Alliance College-Ready Public Schools 
Member of the CCSA Board of Directors 
As a member of The California Charter Schools Association’s (CCSA) Board, and a charter school leader, I am 
supportive of the Association’s efforts to lead the California charter school movement’s accountability efforts.  
Today, there are few other issues as vital to our movement’s continued growth and support from stakeholders 
including families, legislators, authorizers, and the public, as that of serving our students’ academic needs well.  
CCSA’s call for the non-renewal of a small number of persistently underperforming charter schools represents a 
significant step towards advancing accountability within our movement and fulfilling our collective promise of 
quality education for children across the state. In taking this action, CCSA is advocating not just for the charter 
school movement but also for California’s public school students. 
 
Cameron Curry, Executive Director, The Classical Academies,  
CCSA Member Council Independent Study Schools Representative 
Supporting high quality charter schools statewide is a priority for us all.  Charter schools that are failing to make 
annual performance gains and hit state mandated targets for individual student progress need to improve or close 
their doors at the end of their charter term.  Parents in all communities need schools that meet and exceed the 
academic needs of their students to fulfill the promise of the charter school's act of 1992. 



 

  
 

 
David Patterson Ed.D., Superintendent/Executive Director, Rocklin Academy 
CCA Member Council Representative for Region 3 
Nearly twenty years ago, the Charter Schools Act was passed in California offering hope for families and 
communities seeking greater choice and better educational opportunities for their children.  The concept is simple, 
charter schools break free from stifling bureaucracy that harms schools and impedes student learning. Charter 
schools are free to innovate and do what works. In return for this freedom, charter schools collectively must 
improve pupil learning and increase learning opportunities for all students.  As a member of The California Charter 
Schools Association’s (CCSA) Member Council, I and charter leaders from all types of charter schools throughout 
the state have worked alongside CCSA staff and other members to develop and implement an Accountability 
Framework that helps us fulfill our promise. The Accountability Framework strengthens the charter 
school movement ability to proactively ensure appropriate academic accountability, including when needed, calling 
for the non-renewal of persistently underperforming charter schools.  
 
Casey Taylor, Principal, Achieve Charter School  
CCSA Member Council Representative for Region 2 
CCSA’s public call for the closure of underperforming charter schools is critical to the charter movement as a 
whole, to the success of individual schools, and ultimately effects the quality of education received by every student 
in a California charter school.  CCSA staff and the Member Council have been engaged in conversation and 
strategy around quality measures and expectations for schools for many years.  The Association’s quality initiative 
has been the primary focus of Member Council meetings and a standing topic of discussion in school leader region 
meetings for over two years.  In region meetings, school leaders were informed of the Association’s goals around 
quality and given opportunity to give input and share concerns and support for the initiative.  As data became 
available, CCSA staff consulted with the Member Council to set performance goals for schools, taking into account 
the input Council Members received from school leaders in their regions and the uniquely different programs and 
populations of California’s charter schools.   Council Members asked questions, requested more research, asked for 
revisions, and strategized timelines with CCSA staff regularly.  While the decision to publicly call for the closure of 
underperforming schools was difficult, it was made with careful consideration and input from a vast majority of 
stakeholders.  CCSA’s public call for the closure of underperforming charter schools is imperative to the healthy 
growth of the movement and moves California one step closer to educational reform for all students. As the 
Member Council Representative for Region 2, I support CCSA’s public call for the closure of underperforming 
charter schools. 
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