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Public Call for Closure  

CCSA Calls for the Closure of 
Chronically Low-Performing Schools 

In December 2013, the California Charter Schools Association 
(CCSA) publicly called for the closure of six (6) charter schools 
from across California that are below CCSA's Minimum Criteria 
for Renewal. The schools represent four schools that are up for 
renewal by their authorizer this year and two schools that were 
renewed despite chronic low performance and have failed to 
improve. 

The basic promise of charter public schools is that increased 
accountability comes in exchange for greater autonomy and 
flexibility. The charter school movement is serious about 
delivering on that promise and accountability has been and will 
continue to be a top priority for CCSA. CCSA made its first public 
call for the non-renewal of low-performing schools in 2011. 

Since 2008, there has been a significant improvement in the 
overall performance of charter schools in California, with the 
percentage of high-performing schools increasing modestly and 
the percentage of low-performing schools decreasing by 
approximately one third. 

2013-14 Charter Schools Below CCSA's 
Minimum Accountability Criteria 

The six charter schools that do not meet CCSA's standard for 
renewal represent diverse school types and regions of the state. 
The names of these schools are included in the table below: 

 

 

CCSA’s Minimum Criteria for 
Renewal  

CCSA developed its Accountability 
Framework in 2009, working closely 
with technical experts and CCSA's 
Member Council, comprised of charter 
leaders from every region of the state. 
This framework is a three-dimensional 
model that values academic rigor while 
also giving schools credit for growth 
and for taking on the challenge of 
serving traditionally disadvantaged 
students well. In order to the meet the 
minimum criteria, charter schools must 
have operated for a minimum of four 
years and meet at least one of the 
following: 
 

• Academic Performance Index (API) 
score of at least 744 in 2012-13 
(representing higher than the bottom 
25th percentile of all California public 
schools) 

• 3-year cumulative API growth of at 
least 50 points (2012-13 growth + 
2011-12 growth + 2010-11 growth) 

• Within range of or exceeding 
predicted performance based on 
similar student populations statewide, 
for at least two out of the last three 
years, based on CCSA's metric, the 
Similar Students Measure. 

• In addition, if a school does not meet 
ONE of the three criteria above, 
CCSA offers a "second look" process 
whereby schools may submit 
additional data showing that their 
students are making academic gains. 

Learn more at 
www.calcharters.org/accountability   
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