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Fact Sheet: Renewing the Promise:  
How Charter Middle and High Schools Are Putting Oakland Students on the Path to College 

In February 2014, CCSA released a report on Oakland 
public charter middle and high schools which shows that 
while the graduation rate at traditional district high schools 
has remained at 50%, the average graduation rate at 
charter schools has increased to 68%. 
 
Read the full report at: www.calcharters.org/oaklandcollegereport 

From “Renewing the Promise: How Charter Middle and High 
Schools Are Putting Oakland Students on the Path to College” 
 

 

OTHER KEY FINDINGS 

The average high school 
graduation rate at traditional district 
high schools has not budged from 
just about 50% for the last three 
years. The average graduation rate 
at charter schools has increased 
over time and is now at 68%. 
Further, the dropout rate at charter 
schools is half that of the traditional 
schools. 
 

�  

Charter high schools achieve the 
same results for socioeconomically 
disadvantaged students as for 
other students. They continue to 
deliver a higher percentage of 
college-ready graduates than their 
traditional school counterparts, 
regardless of family income. 
 

�  
 

Academic achievement at charter 
middle and high schools is higher 
than traditional district schools in 
several areas key to putting 
students on the path to college. 
 

Charter high school graduation rates exceed traditional district school rates by 
at least 10% for all students and for historically disadvantaged students. 

“At [Oakland Unity High], we prepare our students for 
college by explicitly teaching and naming the practices 
and expectations of academic and professional 
environments when they are freshmen, and then 
holding them to this polished and businesslike standard 
for the remainder of their high school careers.” 
    

- Damon Grant, English Teacher / Instructional Lead   
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Spotlight on African-American Students in Oakland 

"At my school, students were 
made aware that everyone has 
the opportunity to learn and 
achieve success. OMI prepares 
students for college by giving 
them challenging class 
schedules and rigorous course 
work and by nurturing their 
dreams and goals. The students 
all come from different 
backgrounds and 
circumstances, but are taught 
that a higher education is never 
impossible." 
 
- Baisy Beltran 
Oakland Military Institute-
College 
Preparatory Academy (OMI), 
Class of 2009 
California State University East 
Bay, Class of 2013 

Oakland charter schools are closing the college-readiness gap 

African-American families have long chosen charter public 
schools in high numbers – and with good reason. 
 
Charter schools serving African-American students are 
realizing better outcomes, despite having similar parent 
education levels and student retention rates as their 
traditional public school counterparts. 

• 62% of African-American students in charter schools 
graduate within four years vs. just 52% for traditional 
district schools. 

• Even more notably, 82% graduate college-ready 
(completed A-G) vs. just 36% for traditional district 
schools. 

• On average, the API score for African-American 
students at Oakland charter schools is 754 compared 
to 592 for students attending non-charters – a 
difference of 162 points. 
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Spotlight on Latino Students and English Learners in Oakland 

Oakland charter schools are closing the college-readiness gap for  

Latino and English Learner students 

Overall: 
 

• The average charter school graduation rate for each of the historically disadvantaged student groups 
is at least 10% greater than that of the traditional district schools.  
 

• The difference is most notable for Latino and English Learner students, with the gap between charter 
and traditional schools at 20% or higher. Charter schools give English Learners a much better 
chance to graduate high school. 
 

English Learner Students: 
 

• The average charter school graduation rate for English Learner students is 64% versus 42% for 
their peers at traditional district schools. 

 
Latino Students: 
 

• 71% of Latino students in charter schools graduate within four years vs. just 51% for traditional 
district schools. 

 
• Even more notably, 85% of Latino students graduate college-ready (completed A-G) vs. just 36% 

for traditional district schools. 
 


