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Fact Sheet: Los Angeles Charter Schools and College -Readiness 

Los Angeles charter schools graduate 4x as 
many students who are college-ready (A-G) 
than traditional district schools 
From “A Promise Fulfilled: How Los Angeles Charter 
Schools Answer the College-Readiness Challenge” 

In January 2014, CCSA released a report on Los Angeles public 
high schools which shows that charter schools surpass traditional 
district schools in graduating college-ready students of all 
backgrounds. Charter schools enroll only 19% of LA high school 
students, yet they deliver 37% of LA’s college-ready graduates. 
 
Read the full report at www.calcharters.org/collegereport .  
 

 

OTHER KEY FINDINGS 

• Charter schools graduate high 
school students at higher rates than 
traditional district schools - 79% 
versus 66% for traditional schools. 

 

• Charter schools are closing the 
achievement gap for high school 
students who have historically been 
left behind by the system. This 
includes low-income students, Latino 
and African-American students, and 
students who are English learners. 

• Charter high schools that serve LA’s 
most socioeconomically 
disadvantaged students achieve the 
same results as all charter schools. 
They continue to deliver a higher 
percentage of college-ready 
graduates than their traditional 
school counterparts.  

LA’s charter schools have answered the college -readiness 
challenge and are changing the future for students now.  

 “We converted to a charter because we heard too many 
painful stories of our kids not graduating from high school, let 
alone going on to college. I know we are making it happen 
for our families. I recently saw an old and dented van in front 
of our school. Pasted on the back window was a brand new 
decal that read, ‘Proud CSU Dominguez Hills Dad’. We did 
not see images like this 20 years ago. We do now!” 

- Suzanne Llamas, Vaughn Next Century Learning Center 
Teacher, Parent, Grandparent and Administrator  

 



 

  

Spotlight on African-American Students  

“We maintain a culture of high 
expectations even as our 
percentage of students 
receiving free and reduced 
lunch has increased year by 
year. We graduate 96% of our 
students and we know that 
100% graduation is attainable 
as we continue to provide each 
student with a high level of 
support towards that goal.” 

- Norb Sznajder, Principal 
ICEF Public Schools 

Charter schools are closing the college-readiness g ap. 

African-American families have long chosen charter public schools in high 
numbers – and with good reason. 

Across California, charter schools serving African-American students are 
realizing better outcomes, despite having similar parent education levels 
and student retention rates as their traditional public school counterparts. 

• 75% of African-American students in charter schools graduate 
within four years vs. just 61% for traditional district schools. 

• Even more notably, 73% graduate college-ready (completed A-G) 
vs. just 14% for traditional district schools. 

• LAUSD has a large achievement gap between different student 
subgroups with graduation rates ranging from 52% to 85%. This 
gap almost doesn’t exist in charter schools, ranging from just 75% 
for African-American students to 79% for Asian students. 

• On average, the API score for African-American students at charter 
schools is over 9 points higher than the LAUSD average for this 
subgroup. 

 

African-American students are overrepresented in Los Angeles charter 
schools which serve more than 11,000 African-American students as of 
2012-13. This represents 13% of all charter students while African-
Americans represent just 9% of overall district enrollment. 

Learn more: www.calcharters.org/africanamericanreport.  

*This analysis includes all schools located within the boundaries of LAUSD. CCSA 
divides charter schools into autonomous, semi-autonomous and non-autonomous. 
Several dozen LAUSD schools have converted into "affiliated charter schools," 
which we have tagged non-autonomous and excluded from this analysis, as well as 
the semi-autonomous schools. 

 



 

 

Spotlight on Latino Students and English Learners 

Charter schools are sending first -generation Latino students to college.  

 Charter  schools are closing the college- readiness gap 
for Latino students; traditional schools are not. 
In LAUSD high schools, there is a large gap between what 
percentage of African-American, Asian, Latino and White students 
complete A-G courses, from a low of 14% for African-American 
students to a high of 40% for Asian students. In charter schools, 
college-ready percentages for charter students look very similar 
across Latino, African-American and White students (ranging from 
72% to 76%), and these percentages are not much lower than that 
for Asian charter students (86%). 

Charter schools give English learners a  much better 
chance to graduate high school . 

The average charter school graduation rate for English learner 
students is 72% versus 52% for their peers at traditional district 
schools. 

 

LA charter schools serve more than 61,000 Latino students as of 
2012-13, representing 72% of all charter students. 

On average, the API score for Latino students at charter schools is 
27 points higher than the LAUSD average and it is 18 points higher 
for English learners. 

*This analysis includes all schools located within the boundaries of LAUSD. CCSA 
divides charter schools into autonomous, semi-autonomous and non-autonomous. 
Several dozen LAUSD schools have converted into "affiliated charter schools," 
which we have tagged non-autonomous and excluded from this analysis, as well as 
the semi-autonomous schools. 

 

Spotlight 

The Alliance Marc & Eva  Stern Math 
and Science School (Stern MASS) is 
located on the campus of CSU Los 
Angeles. Like traditional district 
schools that serve students from East 
LA, the vast majority of the Stern 
MASS charter students are low-
income and Latino (more than 85%). 
Two-thirds are also English learners.  

 

Yet, unlike district schools, Stern 
MASS regularly achieves strong 
results such as: 

• 93% of students graduated 
• 100% of all graduates college-ready 
 
Since their first graduating class, Stern 
MASS alumni have gone on to attend 
more than 140 different colleges. 

The academic achievements for Stern 
MASS typify those of the other charter 
high schools run by the Alliance for 
College-Ready Public Schools, each 
of which serves a socioeconomically 
disadvantaged population. Alliance 
schools achieve some of the highest 
graduation and college ready rates in 
LA and consistently outperform local 
traditional district schools. 

 


