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ADVANCING SPECIAL EDUCATION IN LAUSD CHARTER SCHOOLS 

The goal:  
Historically, charter schools in the Los Angeles Unified School 
District (LAUSD) have operated under a unique special education 
arrangement through which charter schools received a share of 
the District's special education funding, minus a financial 
contribution to support district-wide special education costs. In 
return, charter schools were responsible for providing varying 
levels of special education services to students enrolled in their 
school. This arrangement presented challenges for both charter 
schools and LAUSD. 

In January of 2011, the Los Angeles Unified School District 
Board of Education voted unanimously to restructure the existing 
special education local plan area (SELPA) in order to provide 
charter schools a new option with full responsibility, flexibility and 
autonomy for serving students with disabilities.   

The Charter Operated Program (COP) became operational on 
July 1, 2011 with 47 participating charter schools. CCSA and 
LAUSD partnered to support these schools during the first year of 
operation, and the number of participants increased to 71 
schools for 2012-2013.  

HIGHLIGHTS 

� COP schools increased the 
percentage of students with 
disabilities they serve from 8.08% 
in 2010-’11 to 9.01% in 2011-’12, a 
percent point increase of 11.5%. 
 

� Of particular importance was the 
increase in the percentage of 
students with the most severe 
("low-incidence") disabilities 
from 1.21% in 2010-’11 to 1.47% 
in 2011-’12, which represents an 
percent point increase of 21.5%  

 
� All independent and conversion 

charter schools across LAUSD 
(excluding COP) saw an increase 
in the percentage of students 
with both high-incidence and low-
incidence disabilities (7.64% in 
2010-‘11 to 8.41% in 2011-‘12)  
 

 
Charter schools in the new program have increased b oth the 
number and range of students with disabilities they  serve. 

 COP schools enjoy more flexibility to serve a higher number 
and a broader range of students with disabilities than other 
district charters since the district is no longer responsible for 
providing special education services to the students with 
disabilities in those schools. 

Programs have been put in place to ensure that COP can 
meet the needs of all students including implementing  

shared pools to assist in the unexpected costs 
associated with serving students with high-cost needs. 

These also include expanding programs for students 
with moderate to severe needs by providing grant 
funding to support development of new special 
education programs for students with moderate to 
severe needs.  

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

% Students with 
Disabilities  

LAUSD Conversion and Independent Charters 
(Excluding COP) 

COP 

Total Students With 
Disabilities 

Students With Low 
Incidence Disabilities 

Total Students With 
Disabilities 

Students With Low 
Incidence Disabilities 

2010-11 7.64% 0.95% 8.08% 1.21% 

2011-12 8.41% 1.09% 9.01% 1.47% 

% Change 10.08% 14.74% 11.51% 21.49% 

 

Charter Schools Have Increased Their Percentage of Students with Disabilities  

 

THE DATA  

*The data included in this chart originated from Welligent file on 4/15/2011 and Census file 4/15/2012 providing all available information for schools that  were 
operational (41 schools had data for ’10-’11 and 47 schools had data for ’11-’12).  It does not include data for affiliated charter schools (795 students for 2010-
2011 and no data for 2011-2012).   

*High-Incidence disabilities include Specific Learning Disabilities, Other Health Impairments, and Speech and Language Impairments; Low-Incidence disabilities 
include all other disability types (Moderate/Severe). 


